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Thisis the exhilaratingand unfathomably complex universeof the
Goddessesappearing as they do, in various avatars in Hindu
mythology An exploration not just of duality but of multiplicity. A

probe - compelling, uncompromising,and fearless ¢ like women
themselves

TheDeviin usisthe Womanin all goddesses
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The differenceis a subtle one, but it changes
everything - it lies in the way we are seen

Shaktidoesnot reservea specialconsideration
just for us. We are seenaspart of all creation

Andshein turn is not affectedby our gaze Her
allieslie in nature.

Durga,alsoa goddesdrom the forest, hasone

foot pastour door ¢ in our homes Invokedby

warriors and worshiped for an alliance, she
showsa tendernessthat leadsto battling for

us. A warrior mother, who indulges our

notions of good and bad, and of braveryand

virtues.

Shaktican surprise us, with her disregardof

our perceptions Herjusticeis that of the wild.

Shehasthe power to confirm our ignorance
and fear. Destroying our illusions of

conqueringnature ¢ not regardingus either

positively or negatively Theyseemto run on

parallel lines, convergingnow and again, as
part of a larger pattern we O ys@dior

understand,seemingasone andthen astwo ,

againandagainandagain

Durgaand Shaktj K3 pigmentprint on archival
paper,36¢ x 60¢ 2022 Editiong 1/10,
INR45,000



Fortune and Knowledge R2 y Q (i
always go together, for they are
wanted sodifferently. Lakshmihe
goddess of fortune, comes and
goes as she likes Changinglives
on a whim, she is more desired
than enjoyed Nervousgods and
humanswait for her to favorthem
and she completely aware of her
agency,has a light hearted spirit
only the opulent can have
Saraswation the other hand, like
knowledgeis very hardto get. But
when she arrives she stays She
Ol yb@ §pent but can only be
earned, Deep and evasive, and
solidasarock In unisonthey give
the world so much texture and
color, filling our universe with
everythingwe sodesire

Lakshmi and Saraswati K3
pigment print on archival paper,
26¢ x 43¢ 2022 Edition ¢ 1/10,
INR35,000
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The serene visual tone of this
compositionis in keepingwith one who
thought herselfto be without corporeal
form. As natural as the flowers and
animalsof the forestwith only her hair to
cover her. Sheis the devotee of Shiva,
the beautiful 12th century mystic, Akka
Mahadevi Sheseemsto be a part of the
blossomsthat frame her. The personality
emergingfrom her poetry - passionate,
candid,strong minded and fearlesshasa
strong feminist appeal as does her
contribution to the Lingayat tradition
where, remarkably, daughters have the
same rights as sons But al K RS@A Qa
power goes beyond the earthly. Her
transcendenceand union with the divine
is so direct and pure it is describedin
simple and evocativewords. & ¢ K ashS
2 | & Y. BheiSworshipedand respected
for her devotion and the path she made
for women to accessthe divine as men
do.

Akka Mahadevj K3 pigment print on
archivalpaper,35¢ x 13¢ 2018
Editiong 6/10, INR25,000




Theoldesthymnswere composedon her
banks, a glorious beauty with her lilies
and swansflowing through Punjab,Sindh
and Rajasthan A river of language,
imaginationand musicsheis Shatarupag
the goddess of infinite forms. All
addressingthe conception of creation ¢
the one question¢ Who am 1? In taking
that step, from being wakeful to
understanding, her unblinking eyes
gather as her mind absorbs For she, is
the goddess,of all that is known and
understood Sheis knowledge Immersed
in music and texts, she remains aloof,
claimingthe sovereigntyof the mind over
every other reality. Watchingsyllable by
syllable appear she witnesses the
constructionof knowledge Interestedin
wisdom alone, calm and content in
isolation, her journey was a solitary
one. As a river ¢ she shatters the
separationbetween Purushaand Prakritj
mind and matter, body and soul, and the
strangebeliefthat nothingin natureleads
to the mind.

Saraswati K3 pigment print on archival
paper, 36¢ x 27¢ 2020 Edition ¢ Artist
Print,INR1,05,000



We leapinto life, hopingto find the world, as
she holds our hands, and helps us find

ourselves She is the Northern Star ¢ a
goddesdor travellers,aleaderfor caravansn

the literal. In the metaphorical,she navigates
us through an oceanof existence Shewarms
our heart through the friends we make and
fuels our courageto take unknown paths A
traveller between faiths, from Hinduism to

Buddhism or the other way around, she
crosseshorders of every kind. We watch her
light, travelling through diverse lands and
various lives, as we hold on to a river of

voices,with numerousstoriesof her origin. In

one, she is born out of Y I f thir@ &ye, a
goddessfor justice, in another she comes
froma. 2 RK A &edaiirdp ¢ @afilled with

pain, it created a goddessof empathy and
compassionIn the white snowsof Tibet, she
is reborn as a princessfrom the vastnessof
China,andstill anotherfrom the mountainsof
Nepal She appears and reappears, always
with the perfected wisdom to guide, and to

eventually,be the mother of all Buddhas

Tara,K3 pigmentprint on archivalpaper,
36¢ x 27¢ 2020 Editiong 7/10, INR45,000



Without desire all of creation loses its
fragranceand the god of desire himself was
enchanting In Y I Y [h&nds the sugarcane
bow and flowered arrows are merely
mischievous And he paid with his life for
playing with these wonderful weapons of
desire When he took aim, their effects were
limited to passionatrap that onefallsinto. In
YI YI | da&dsQdesire is expansive A
landscapeto walk in, eyes wide open, a
choicethat feelslike destiny. A desirefor the
world and the pleasureof being part of it.
In sunshineand starlight, laughterand pain it
grows, changinghow we feel, what we see
and the taste of everythingwe touch. Redis
no longer alarming and blood changes
meaning In5 NJ- dzLblariigit &evenge,in
Y I fitAs@estruction,andinY I Y I 1,8 KA Qa
life. We are not hunted but adored by the
flowered archer For some she is a fertile
womb, a cleft in a rock that bleeds, marking
the comingof monsoon A seasonfor desire,
wisdomand experience- only a life well lived
canknow.

KamakshiK3 pigmentprint on archivalpaper,
36€x27¢ 2020 Editiong 4/10, INR35,000




A headsitting upright on the ground,under a
tree, outside, at the edge of a village Her
eyesappearthrough a coat of vermillion Her
body, (undergroundwe assume)js the village
- with its houses fields and pastures,and her
fertility, keeping them abundant With no

temple or priest, the goddessis only tended
to by the women A sisterhood that

celebratestheir mother everyday. Sheis not

universal, but local, she is specific and
personal Sheis yoursand sheis mineandshe
lives outside our village But once a year she
comes undone, for her forests have been
burnt, to sow again,her weedsuprooted and
body fencedup and owned Wild and hungry
she demandsblood, and the villagerushesto

ease,quenchingher thirst sheis madewhole
again Feastsare cookedand sacrificesmade
to replenishher wildness Gesturesrepeated
year after year to make her strong and
blossom An apologyfor killing her forest, and
gratitude, for the gift shehasgiven A process
by which we rewild our mother year after

yearafter year.

Gramadevi K3 pigment print on archival
paper,36€ x 27¢ 2021, Editiong 3/10,
INR25,000



Gentle and limpid, like a NJ&A & SoMd tkis
languid female form is none other than the
most masculineof gods Siva,appearinghere
as Gopikaor divine milk maid, ready to take
part in Krishna§famed raas lila.The sublime
strains of Krishna§Xlute stir Sivainto joining
the raaslila or dancethat Krishnathe god of
love, enjoys with his bevy of Gopis in
Vrindavan As no male can enter Vrindavan
Siva dips himself into the waters of the
Yamunaand emergesa beautiful maidenand
the two godsdance Radhgpointsout a subtle
othernessin the atmosphereand is told by
Krishnawho the new danceris ¢ & | iS Lord
Siva,saysY NA & faytéaéhsr Youg 2 dzf Ry Qi
want me to askhim to leave,would & 2 dzK € !
wonderfulworld of variationand abundance
for that is what Vrindavanmeans¢ a fluid,
flowing where godsslipin and out of different
sexualforms, dance,love, celebratepleasure,
enjoy beauty. Here Siva the Nataraj the
supremedancerwho dancesthe cosmosinto
existence playswith the god of love, and the
cosmoss animatedinto being

GopeshwaShiva), K3 pigment print on
archivalpaper,36¢ x 27¢ 2020,
Editiong 8/10, INR50,000




How cleanthe goddessof pollution looks The
originsof this goddessand what she standsfor,
was at a time, recognizedfor traveling far
beyondthe shacklef the castsystemandwas
not reducedto the pollution identity. Everything
about this rendition speaksof purity ¢ the
simplicityof the stance,the youthful innocence,
the honest, open gaze, even the light
ornamentation of the crescentmoon. Through
penanceto the goddessAmbaa) an avatar of
Lakshmithe & f 204 & Sa§eéMatang seeks
elevation to Brahma Rishi When the boon
cannot be granted he asksinstead that he be
recognizedas! Y 0 | fatheR® Ambaalis reborn
to Matang as a primal form of Saraswati the
goddessMatangi She who kindles knowledge
born of contemplation,alsorefersto our ability
to listen, the origin of true understanding
Matangi is accessibleto all as no vows or
ceremoniesare neededto askfor her blessing
She welcomes offerings of leftovers by
unwashedhands Castethus becomesrrelevant
to the seeker of enlightenmentLife cannot
thrive in a sterile environment And Matangi
ushersus out, Offering us insteadthe throb of
life; an open landscape of darkness and
radiance

Matangi, K3 pigment print on archival paper,
36€ x 27¢ 2018 Editiong FinalArtist Print,
INR75,000



With muted tones, controlled shadingand the
blotting out of any light the artist wants us to
appreciatethe implicit: the power of love. We
are to engage with the goddess with
comprehensionandjoy. Andthe conceptof the
Whole is put before us at all times. Sohere is
Radha childhoodfriend and lover of Krishna,in
afuller form asEarthMother ¢ slightlypaunchy,
full breasted,a milky cow by her side It is a
voluptuous image, inherently and powerfully
erotic. Thefaint outline of a peacockfeather is
the only signof Krishna But the focusis Radha
Radhais womanin her entirety ¢ lover, friend,
sister, daughter,mother. Sheis also a wife but
not Y NA &.Rlyepo@eér and purity of her love
is such that it transcends both social
requirements and human frailties such as
marriage or jealousy Radhais complete unto
herself And the love that radiatesfrom her is
equallycomplete It is, in fact, a celebrationg in
this case,of Krishna,askingnothing from him,
not marriage nor fidelity. It is love that is
spiritually and physically full: unconditional,
eternalandliberating

Radha K3 pigment print on archival paper,
42.4¢ x 36¢ 2018 Editiong 5/10, INR50,000



