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In the mid-twentieth century, Bombay (now Mumbai) became the pivot of the Indian art

world, moving away from the romanticism of the Bengal School. The ground-breaking

phenomenon of the Progressive ArtistsôGroup was preceded by the Bombay School

artists whose expressive individuality was rooted in Indian contexts as subjects that

endeared them to viewers hoping to move beyond the pedagogy of Western realism. A

thriving climate of appreciation and understanding furthered the making of a modernism

that provided the bedrock for Indian artists to flourish in Cholamandal, Madras (now

Chennai) and Hyderabad, New Delhi, Baroda and Goa, even Paris and New York. What

emerged was a layered tapestry of art rooted in classicism and tradition but modern in

its outlook that, in turn, nurtured the creation and maturing of Indian modern art.

This selection echoes these changes across critical periods, collectives and mediums

to provide a birdôs-eye view of art and artists whose legacies lay in breaking from the

conventional to respond to the spirit of the modern. The curatorial eclecticism has been

spurred by enquiry and curiosity into the practices of art-making that these artists held

dearðprocesses that allowed them to create works that each have a back story as

intriguing as the art on view. It also lends voice to masters from the south who are often

neglected on national platformsðan anomaly this exhibition hopes to correct.

As Indian modernism attracts growing attention from around the world, it is time to

celebrate the great range and diversity that has distinguished its making. This exhibition

pays homage to the artists who made this possible with a body of works that, viewed

together, provides us a compendium of twentieth century art that both draws from and

establishes its own heritage.



A. A. ALMELKAR

Untitled

Watercolour, graphite and charcoal on paper laid on paper 

18.2 x 17.0 in. / 46.2 x 43.2 cm.

ð 2ð



A. A. ALMELKAR

Women Catching Pigeons

Oil on canvas, 1966

25.0 x 39.0 in. / 63.5 x 99.1cm.

Signed and dated in Marathi (lower right)óAlmelkar/66ô

ð 3ð



K. H. ARA

Untitled

Acrylic and gouache on paper 

28.0 x 21.5 in. / 71.1x 54.6 cm.

Signed in English (lower right)óARAô

Verso: Label ofPundoleôswithartistôsname and inscription in 

English on framing board

ð 4ð



S. K. BAKRE

Untitled

Oil on Masonite board, 1956 

12.2 x 9.7 in. / 31.0 x 24.6 cm.

Verso: Signed in English and Gujarati, dated in Marathi 

and inscribed in EnglishóS.BAKREô/ Bakre / 1956 / 19.

ST.HELENôSGARDENS LONDON. W.10ô

ð 5ð



S. K. BAKRE

Untitled

Oil on Masonite board, 1959 

29.7 x 24.0 in. / 75.4 x 61.0 cm.

Dated in Marathi and signed in English (lower right)ó1959/BAKREô

Verso: Inscriptionó50ô;dated in Marathi and signed and 

inscribed in Englishó1959

ð 6ð



R. B. BHASKARAN

Untitled

Mixed media on paper, 1994 

30.2 x 31.5 in. / 76.7 x 80.0 cm.

Signed in English (lower left)óBhaskaranôand 

signed in English and dated (lower right)óBhaskaran/94ô

ð 7ð



R. B. BHASKARAN

Life Cycle Series

Oil and encaustic on canvas, 1974 

43.7 x 49.2 in. / 111.0 x 125.0 cm.

Signed in English (lower left)óBhaskaranôand dated and signed in English 

(lower right)ó74/Bhaskaranô

Verso: Signed in English and dated

ð 8ð



S. DHANAPAL

Gandhi

Patinated bronze

17.7 x 20.7 x 8.7 in. / 45.0 x 52.6 x 22.1cm.

Inscribed (back)ó3/5ô 
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S. DHANAPAL

Untitled

Bronze

Size with pedestal: 26.0 x 7.2 x 5.0 in. / 66.0 x 18.3 x 12.7 cm.

Size without pedestal: 22.7 x 6.7 x 5.0 in. / 57.7 x 17.0 x 12.7 cm.

ð 10 ð



K. LAXMA GOUD

Untitled

Graphite on paper, 1990 

12.0 x 16.7 in. / 30.5 x 42.4 cm.

Signed and dated in Telugu (lower left)óK.Laxma Goud. / 16.1... 

(indecipherable).1990ô

ð 11 ð



K. LAXMA GOUD

Untitled

Gouache, ink and sketch pen on paper, 1972 

11.7 x 17.0 in. / 29.7 x 43.2 cm.

Signed in English and dated (upper left)óK.LAXMA GOUD, /1972ô

ð 12 ð



K. K. HEBBAR

Untitled (Study for CIBA Mural)

Gouache on paper pasted on mountboard 

5.2 x 10.5 in. / 13.2 x 26.7 cm.

Inscription in German (centre left, lower centre and centre right) and signed 

and inscribed in English (lower right)óHebbar/ Keysketch.ô

ð 13 ð



K. K. HEBBAR

A Village Scene in India / A Village near Mahabaleshwar in the Monsoon

Watercolour on paper, 1952 

13.7 x 20.5 in. / 34.8 x 52.1cm,

Signed in English and dated (lower left)óHebbar/52ô

Verso: Painting in watercolour; signed in English and datedóHebbar/52ô; 

label with title (twice),artistôsname and inscription in English

and date on framing board

(Verso image)

ð 14 ð



M. F. HUSAIN

Arrival

Acrylic and oil on canvas 

35.5 x 25.5 in. / 90.2 x 64.8 cm.

Verso: Title in EnglishóARRIVALô

ð 15 ð



M. F. HUSAIN

Yudha

Oil on canvas, 1971

48.0 x 48.0 in. / 121.9 x 121.9 cm.

Signed in Hindi and Urdu and dated (lower left) óHusain / 71ô 

Verso: Title and inscription in EnglishóYUDHA/ M-19ô

ð 16 ð



M. F. HUSAIN

Ravana

Lithograph on paper, 1969

Print size: 10.2 x 7.0 in. / 25.9 x 17.8 cm.

Paper size: 12.7 x 9.7 in. / 32.3 x 24.6 cm.

In print: Signed in English and Hindi and dated (upper right)óHusain/ Vó69ô 

On print: signed in English (lower left)óHusainô

Sold

ð 17 ð



M. F. HUSAIN

Untitled

Acrylic on canvas

42.7 x 34.0 in. / 108.5 x 86.4 cm.

Signed in English (upperleft) óHusainô

ð 18 ð



L. MUNUSWAMY

Untitled

Oil on paper pasted on fabric 

29.0 x 23.0 in. / 73.7 x 58.4 cm.

Signed in English (lower left) óLMunuswamyô

ð 19 ð



L. MUNUSWAMY

Untitled

Oil and ink on paper

30.0 x 20.0 in. / 76.2 x 50.8 cm.

Signed in English (lower right)óLMunuswamyô

Sold

ð 20 ð



L. MUNUSWAMY

Elephant & Lotus

Watercolour and ink on paper, 1961 

29.7 x 21.7 in. / 75.4 x 55.1cm.

Signed in English and dated (lower left)óLMunuswamy /ó61ô

ð 21 ð



REDDEPPA NAIDU

Untitled

Oil on canvas, 1997

34.0 x 44.0 in. / 86.4 x 111.8cm.

Signed in English and dated (lower right)óReddeppaNaidu. /1997.ô 

Verso:Artistôsname and inscription in English

ð 22 ð



REDDEPPA NAIDU

Deity

Oil on canvas, 1988

42.0 x 33.0 in. / 106.7 x 83.8 cm.

Signed in English and dated (lower right)óReddeppaNaidu / 88ô

Sold

ð 23 ð



S. NANDAGOPAL

Untitled

Brass, enamel and welded copper 

25.7 x 11.7 x 4.5 in. / 65.3 x 29.7 x 11.4 cm.

Torn label withartistôsname and indistinct inscription in English (back)

ð 24 ð



S. NANDAGOPAL

Untitled

Copper and cast brass supported by iron armature 

Size with base: 34.2 x 37.0 x 4.5 in. / 86.9 x 94.0 x 11.4 cm.

Size without base: 33.0 x 37.0 x 2.2 in. / 83.8 x 94.0 x 5.6 cm.

ð 25 ð



BADRI NARAYAN

Untitled

Oil on canvas, late 1950s 

64.0 x 26.0 in. / 162.6 x 66.0 cm.

Signed in Hindi (lower left)óBa.ô

ð 26 ð



BADRI NARAYAN

Discovering the Mermaids 

Watercolour and ink on paper, 1989 

9.5 x 9.5 in. / 24.1x 24.1cm.

Signed in Hindi (lower right)óBa.ô

Verso: Title,artistôsname, inscription and date in English

label with inscription andartistôsname in English on framing board and 

sticker with inscription in English

ð 27 ð



AKKITHAM NARAYANAN

Untitled

Oil on canvas, 1968

31.5 x 45.5 in. / 80.0 x 115.6 cm.

Signed in English and dated (upper left)óanarayanan /ó68ô

ð 28 ð



AKKITHAM NARAYANAN

Untitled

Oil on canvas, 1968

45.2 x 28.5 in. / 114.8 x 72.4 cm.

Signed in English and dated (upper left)óanarayanan /68ô

ð 29 ð



AKKITHAM NARAYANAN

Untitled

Mixed media on paper, 1975 

19.5 x 25.5 in. / 49.5 x 64.8 cm.

Signed in English and dated (lower right)óanarayanan /75ô 

Verso: Inscription in Englishó75No. 58ô

Sold

ð 30 ð



AKKITHAM NARAYANAN

Untitled

Mixed media on paper 

19.5 x 19.5 in. / 49.5 x 49.5 cm.

Signed in English (lower right)óaNarayanan

                                  Sold

ð 31 ð



LAXMAN PAI

Sweet Dream

Oil on canvas, 1971

32.0 x 32.0 in. / 81.3 x 81.3 cm.

Signed in Marathi and English and dated (lower right)óLaxmanPai /71ô 

Verso: Title, inscription, date andartistôsname in EnglishóôSWEETDREAMô

/ OIL- / 1971 / (82 x 82 cm.) / by LAXMANPAIôand artistôsstamp withartistôs 

name and inscription in English on stretcher (twice)

ð 32 ð



LAXMAN PAI

Untitled

Gouache and waterproof ink on paper, 1962 

12.7 x 17.2 in. / 32.3 x 43.7 cm.

Inscribed and signed in English, signed in Marathi and dated (lower right) 

óGoa./ Pai / Laxman Pai /8/2/62.ô

ð 33 ð



LAXMAN PAI

Four Swimmers

Oil on canvas, 1971

34.0 x 52.0 in. / 86.4 x 132.1cm.

Signed in Marathi and English and dated (centre right)óLaxmanPai /71ô 

Verso: Title, inscription, date, andartistôsname in EnglishóôFOURSWIMMERSô

/ OIL / -1971/ (86 x 132 cm) / by LAXMAN PAIô and artistôs stamp with artistôs 

name and inscription in English (twice)

ð 34 ð


